
Psalm 83: Plea to have the enemies crushed



Foreign nations are conspiring to wipe out Israel. The 
psalmist is pleading with God to destroy them the way 
he  destroyed  Israel’s  enemies  at  the  time  of  the 
Judges. This way they will be forced to acknowledge 
the  Lord  ‘as  the  Most  High  God  over  all  the 
earth’(verse 18).

Psalm 83 (82)  (Mode 4.  3….4 / 2……171) 

This psalm is not in the liturgy



‘Upon  your  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  I  have  posted 
sentinels.  All  day  and  all  night  they  shall  never  be 
silent.  You who remind the Lord, take no rest,  and 
give him no rest  until  he establishes Jerusalem and 
makes it renowned throughout the earth’(Isaiah 62:6-7). 

O God, do not remain silent; 
do not hold your peace and do nothing!



Even now your enemies are in an uproar. 
Those who hate you are confident in victory.

They lay crafty plans against your people. 
They consult together against those you protect.
They say, ‘Come, let us wipe out this nation; 
let the name of Israel be remembered no more.’

They conspire together. 
Against you they make a pact: 
Edom and Ishmael, Moab and Hagar, 
Gebal, Ammon, Amalek, Philistia and Tyre.

The Ishmaelites are in northern Arabia (Genesis 25:12-17)



Even Assyria has joined them
to increase the forces of the children of Lot.

Do to them as you did to Midian, 
as you did to Sisera and Jabin at the Wadi Kishon.
Destroyed at En-dor, 
they became dung for the ground.

Lot was Abraham’s nephew and the ancestor of the 
people of Ammon and Moab (Genesis 19:30-38). 

Note  the  absence  of  any  mention  of  Babylon  or 
Egypt.

Judges 6-8

Judges 4-5





Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, 
their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
who said, ‘Let us take the pastures of God 
for our own possession.’

O my God, make them like whirling dust, 
like chaff before the wind.
As fire consumes the forest,
as flame sets the mountains ablaze,
so pursue them closely with your tempest 
and terrify them with your hurricane.

Judges 7:25; 8:3

Judges 8:5ff



Lord, cover their faces with shame, 
so that they may seek your name.
Let them be forever put to shame and dismayed. 
Let them perish in disgrace.

Let them know that you alone, O Lord, 
are the Most High over all the earth.



‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you 
will realize that I am he, and that I do nothing on my 
own, but I speak these things as the Father instructed 
me’(John 8:28). 

God  wants  all  to  live  ‘and  to  live  to  the  full’(John 
10:10). 

Hell is not a punishment inflicted by God. It is the 
necessary  consequence  of  our  choice  and  obstinate 
and stubborn determination to reject God and God’s 
offer of love.


